
 

 

AP Literature and Composition Summer Work 
Ms. Boyd-Galezewski – rboydgal@cheltenham.org 
Mr. Wilman – rwilman@cheltenham.org  
Summer Reading Assignment: The Bacchae 
 

Please come to room 144 on 6/13 (before the end of the day) to get a copy of the book! 
 
AP Literature and Composition focuses on “careful reading and critical analysis of imaginative literature. Through 
the close reading of selected texts, students deepen their understanding of the ways writers use language to provide 
both meaning and pleasure for their readers.”  With this in mind, please complete the following work by the first day 
of classes: 
 
1. Give yourself enough time to read the book deliberately.  While The Bacchae is not a particularly lengthy 

book, it is fairly complex, with a great deal of mythology and historicity behind it.  Your reading will be more 
productive if you leave enough time to take both the text and the historical material behind it into account.  
• Read the background story (p. vii-viii of the book), and the introduction to Greek theater (p. 50-54 of the 

book) as part of your preparation of the text.  
• TOTALLY OPTIONAL: We recommend (but do not require) that you also look for articles online about 

Dionysus, the Athenian City Dionysia, and the mythological history of Thebes.  The more you know about 
these characters, the better prepared you will be for the beginning of the year! 

 
2. Take notes while you read.  Keep track of: intersecting themes, plot development, characterization, influence 

of the setting, literary techniques (imagery and symbolism), etc.  Make an effort to apply literary terms/devices 
to what you are reading, and to make meaningful connections to other texts that you’ve studied.  These 
connections (and your ability to recall, in detail, your previous work in English class), will serve you well on the 
AP test. 

 
3. Transfer your notes to an organized journal for the book.  We recommend organizing it into sections based 

on the above categories for each work.  Each journal should be three to four pages typed, double spaced, 12-
point font.  Try to avoid observations about basic plot points; repeat previous observations sparingly.  Your 
journal should span the entire book, and consist of analytically sound observations, backed up by quotes and 
citations. This journal will be turned in on September 14th.  We will not accept un-typed, overly short, or uncited 
work. 

 
4. Be prepared to write a 5-paragraph, (double spaced, 12 font) thesis-driven AP-style essay within the first 

week of class that explores a theme or symbol in the text.  Again, this essay is not about the plot.  You will be 
graded on the depth and quality of your observations, the organization and stylistic choices in your writing, and 
your use of MLA formatting.  For organizational and stylistic tips, please reference the writing packet you got 
when you picked up the summer reading assignment. 

 
5. Start gathering your college essay prompts!  We will jump into the college essay within the first month of 

school. 
 
Advice and Warning: This is a reading intensive course.  We expect you to read and write everything that we give 
you completely, and with your full effort.  It’s OK to struggle if you are motivated to improve!  If you are not 
motivated, this might be the wrong class for you, because of the extensive work and reading. 
 
Collaborate!: Do not be afraid to create an online group together over the summer to discuss the works.  
Collaboration is fine, but directly copying someone’s work is not.  Please be aware of the difference. 


